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pursuit was continued vigorously throughout the night, and
French armed resistance was at an end.
Napoleon took refuge on an English ship, the Bellerophon
was put on to another at Plymouth, and taken to St Helena'
there to be held a prisoner until he died six years later; and the
victorious Powers resumed their Congress of Vienna.
The Peninsula and America. While these great things
were happening the Spaniards and their English allies in the
Peninsula were feeling the full advantage of the strain upon, and
later defeat of, Napoleon in Russia. Wellington's command there
was able to begin an advance against the reduced French forces
who now numbered less than 200,000 men, and were composed
of worse material than ever, recruits who had been trained on
the march. He thrust French resistance back at the battle of
Vittoria on June 21, 1813, crossed the frontier on October 7,
and had reached Toulouse, where the English were engaged in
an action as late as April 1814, the French there not yet knowing
that the Emperor had abdicated.
During this same period had broken out that inglorious and
futile war with the United States of America already mentioned,
in which there was not a little of sentiment. For the hatred
of the former Colonies was very strong throughout every class in
England, and the defeat of thirty years before still rankled deeply.
But the cause of the war was, of course, more serious; it was the
protest of the Americans against the claim made by England to
arrest and search vessels of commerce at will. The English
fleet maintained a partial blockade of American trade, but the
loss of English commercial shipping was very serious, and
American fighting ships showed unexpected power. An English
force landed and burned the Capitol at Washington—an act the
memory of which survived intensely on the other side of the
Atlantic for a lifetime; but the conflict was leading to no
success, and this country was glad to abandon it.
The other minor events of the time were but the seeds of
important things which were to develop later, and will be dealt
with, in their proper place, in connection with the nineteenth
century. There was a stirring of the Irish resistance to the
Union, and particularly of organized Catholic effort against it,
which began with the appearance of a young barrister called
Daniel O'Connell in 1805 and a resolution passed by the Catholic
Union five years later.
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